1094

Mr. JOHNSON again asked leave to
withdreaw his amendment.

AMr., COLLIER objected.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
must be put.

Amendment put and negalived.

My, JOHNSON moved—

“other than private
“meter™”

That the words
residences” be inseried afier
in paragraph 3.

The CHAIRMAXN: As the amendment
just negatived dealt with a portion of the
clause subsequent to where the hon. mem-
ber songhl to inserl these words, this
amendment could not be moved.

The MINISTER FOR \WWORKS moved
an amendment—

That the following be added as para-
graph I—*Provided thai no charge shail
be made for remt of meters supplied lo
private residences.”

Amendinent passed;
anmtended agreed to.

(lause Gl.—Record of meter to be
prima facie evidence of water supplied:

Mr. DRAPER: When meters recorded
incorrectly il led to a great deal of irri-
tation. Provision shonld be made in the
¢lause to deal with this.

The Minister for Waorks:
done by hy-law.

Mr. DRAPER: It was better in the
Bill. By-laws were generally hedged
round with so many eonditions that rale-
payers did vot feel inclined to take ad-
vantage of them. He moved—

That the foellowing be added to (he
cluuse—"Drocided that in case of a dis-
pute a test shall be made by the Mini-
ster, the cost of wiich shall be borne
by the party found lv be in error.”

The MINISTER FOR WOQORKS: XNo
similar provision uecurred in any Water
Supply Act.  This matter was always
provided for in by-laws. The present
by-law in regard to the subject pre-
scribed that a deposit must be put up
which could be forfeited in case the test
showed the meter was not in error.

Mr. DRAPER: Tt was {¢ prevent the
necessity for making a deposit the
amendment was brought forward.

the clause as

It ean he

[COUNCIL.]

The Minister for Works and My,
Seaddan rese {o speak.

The CHAIRMAN called un the Minis-
ter for Works,

Myr. Scaddan claimed the right to ad-
dress the Committee.

The CHATRMAN: The hou. member
must aceept the decision. He (the Chair-
man) had called upon the Minister,
When a Minister and a member rose at
the same time, the Chairman could, it
he chose, give a eertain amount of priov
consideration to the Minister for the
despateh of business. That was done in
this instance.

The MINISTER
moved—

That progress be reported.

FOR WORKS

Motion passed; progress reported.

ITouse adjourned at 6.135 p.m,

TLegislative Council,
Tuesday, 26th October, 1909.

PAGE
Election Return, Southi-East Province 1094
Papers preseuted . 1095

Betu.nl Lands allennted purclmse mnney un-

Bil]s Bedemghon of Annmhes. 3n.
Public Education Endowment, recommittal 1096
Abattoirs, report staga 1006
M(\;me)]ml Corporations “Act Ameudment
. 1096

Land Act Special Lense, i, i .10
Administrution Act Amendment, 18. ... .- 1101
Coolgardie Recreation RBeserve Ravestment,

I, .. .
Permanent Beserve Rededication (No. 1), 1y, 1101

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTION RETURN—SOUTH-EAST
PROVINCE,

The PRESIDENT : I have to announce
that the clerk has handed to me a return
fo a writ issued for the election of 2
member to serve in the Legislative Conn-
cil for the South-East Province, from
which it appears thai Joseph Franeis
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Cullen has been duly elected. 1 am now
prepaved to adininister the usunal oath of
allegiance to Mr. Cuilen.

Hon. J. F. Cullen took the oath and
subseribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Loeal
Board of Health By-laws of Beverley-
Elverdton. 2, Mining Act, 1904; amend-
ment of Regulations; addition to Form
59. 3, Jetties Regulation Aect, 1873,
wharfage charges on wool, 4, Fremantle
Hospital Regulation No. 128a, 5, Zoologi-
¢al Gardens and Aeclimatisation Com-
wiitee; report for 1908-9.

RETURN—LANDS ALIENATED,
PURCHASE MOXNEY UNPAID,

Hon, G. THROSSELL {(East) moved—
That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing the amount of
money owing lo the Governmen! to 30th
June last on all lands now in course
of alicnation.
He said: T bring forward this motion not
from any motive of curiosity, but under
the convietion that the information will
be useful alike to the House and to the
community at large. The members of
the Government are going about talking
of the shortage in the finanees and ave
endeavouring to economise as much as
possible, buf it seems strange that, at
the same time, we should bave no infor-
mation before us as to the buge sums
owing on lands now in course of aliena-
tion. T shall be very wueh surprised if
the total sum due does not reach three
mwillion pounds. At a time when we i
complaining of a defieit of £300,000 it
does seem peculiar that the country
should be told there is a sum of three
million pounds owing. It is astonishing
that, at the present time, while business
men of all kinds are making up their
finaneial returns and showing every pos-
sible asset they possess, the Government
are not acquainting the people with the
faet that this huge sum of money is ow-
ing. It has not heen done in the past,
and I myself must take some amount of
blame in this respeet, for I was respon-
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sible af one time; but the time has now
arrived when the Under Secretary for
Lands shouid set out in his reports the
sum actually owing to the country npon
lands now in course of alienation. if
the sum he three million pounds, and if
it were bearing interest at the rate of 3
per cent. the total of £130,000 a year
would be of very great value. T hope
later on to bring forward argumenis to
show that, in additivn te the vent, there
should be paid a sum of 5 per cent. un
the amount Hwing on alienated land in
order to provide a sum to he returned fo
new settlers in the shape of roads,
bridges, and water sapplies. The Gov-
ernment have redueed the municipal and
voads bhoards grants—and in that vespaet
I think they are not aeting properly—
and the time has arrived, especially see-
ing that land settlement is booming, that
hundreds of thousands of acres arve heing
settled every quarter, and that the
settlers will demand roads, bridges, ans
water supplies, for the land itself to
carry on the expenses of those works, I
will deal with that question later on, but
meanwhile T hope that every year the
Tnder Secretary will show the country
the amount of money due ¢o the Govern-
ment for land in coanrse of alienation. I
am told that this informalion was asked
for en a previous oceasion but I have
no knowledge of it, Possibly that infor-
mation may sfill be available. Had [
known of it [ mighf not have
moved the motion, T have no knowledyue
of lhe amount annually going to the
couniry. I vepeat that at the presenl
time it would be invaluable to us. When
we are talking of this deficit and econn-
mising in every direction, it would sur-
prise the people to be told that the Gos-
ernment with a shortage of £300,000
have a surplus of some three millions
sterling owing to them. 1 maintain that
whatever trouble it would entail on the
officers, the information wounld be of far
more than compensating value to e
eountry. I hope the information will be
given. 1 do not koow that it should he
such a gmreat trouble after all, as every
half-year the bhalance owing on the lands
is, T am told, published in the Gorernment
tlazette; therefore, it would simply mean
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a huge sum in compound addition, 1
have pleasure in moving the motion,

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metropoli-
tai-Suburban: T second the motion. I
believe if is similar to a motion moved
by Mr. Piesse two years ago, so that the
additional work uecessary will he very
slight indeed, while the information .will
he very valuable.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. . Connolly): In order to afford op-
portunity of finding out from the depart-
ment exactly what amount of work will
be involved, T move—

That the debate be adjourned,
Motion passed; the debate adjourned.

BILL — REDEMPTION OF ANNUI-
TIES.
Read a third fime, and returned to the

Legislative Assembly with amendinents.

BILL — PUBLIC  BDUCATION EN-
DOWMENT,
Re-committal.

Ou motion by the Colonial Seeretary

Bill recommitted for ameundment.

Clause 2—Power to appoint trustees:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It

had heen pointed ont by an hon. member
that no provision was made for the re-
moval of the three trustees other than the
Minister for Education and the inspector
general of sehools, and it had been sug-
gested that a stated time should be fixed
as the limit to the peried during which
these trustees should hold office. In order
to supply the omisston, he moved—

That at the end of Clause 2 the fol-
lowing be inserted:—“The truslees,
other than the Minister for Education
atid the Imspector General of Schools,
shall be appointed from time to lime
for not exceeding three years, and shall
be elinible for reappointment’’

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: The amend-
menl was 4 necessary one. The omission
hag arisen through a too exact copying of
the University Endowment Trustees Act
which, being only a temporary measure,
had not set any limit to the lime during
which trustees should hold office,

{COUNCIL ]

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.
Bilt again reporied with an amendment,

BILL—ABATTOIRS.
Report of Committee adopied.

BILL—MUNICIP’AL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDAENT.
In Commiltee.

Clause 12—Amendment of Section 378:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress had been
reported on Clause 12 on an amendment
by My, Sholl to strike out in line 19 of
Subelause {(a.) the word “iwenty” with
the view of inserting the word “fifteen”
in lien, That was the guestion now be-
fore the Committee,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
situation arose out of the definition of
“improved land.” There was no sueh de-
finition in the existing Aet. Undue advan-
tage had been taken of the omission, and
owners had erected very small improve-
ments with the view to getting their pro-
perty in al the lesser rate as improved
land. It was held thal the improvements
should be at least 20 per cent. of the un-
improved value of the land in fee simple,
and to this Mr. Sholl had moved an
amendment that 1t should be 15 per cent.
He (the Colonial Seeretary) felt that if
a block of land were worth £1,000, to he
deemed improved ii should at least have
improvements to the value of £200 upon
it.

Hon, G, RANDELL: Surely no hon.
member would take serious exeeption to
the busing of the definition of “improved
land” on improvements of the value of
20 per cent. of ihe fand in fee siniple.

Amendment negatived,

Hon, G. RANDELL: The provision
would work an injustice. A piece of land
with a frontage of 100 feet would have
to be improved io the extent of £30 per
foot, whick would work out at about
£3,000 improvements, Thai seemed un-
reasonnhle.

The Colonial Secretary: This provision
was ingerted to protect the high priced
lands.
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Hon. G. RANDELI:: The provision did -

not say that the land had to face a main
sireet; ho doubt tihe idea was to protect
land in streets such as Hay-street, but
to make an owner erect a building west
of (eorge-street, in Hay-street, to the
value of £3,000, if the frontage of the land
was 100 feet, was unreasonable, The
owner should erect a building, which, in
the opininn of the council was reasonable.
ur a4 person could ereet a small building
on a valuable piece of land and thus
eseape being rated on the unimproved
prineiple. This provision would apply to
all munieipalities, small and large, and

it did not seem to be eoncurrent with the

prineiple of the Bill. The owner of land
in Hayv-street should be secured against
having to erect a building of the costly
nature lie had pointed out. He moved an
amendment— '

That paragraph 41 of Subelause (@)
be struck out.

He did this not with the intention of hav-
ng the pavagraph struek out, bat to enable
diseussion to take place.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Why not zax the
lesser value shall he faken?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tihis
provision was not intended to apply {o
land sueh as had beenr mentioned by Mr.
Randell. Take a City property worth
£200 per foot. If the block had a 50-foot
frontage it would mean that a building of
the value of £20.000 would have to be
evected upon it. In order to get nver thar
this provision was inrerted. In the Land
Tax Bill £20 was menitioned and £30 was
provided in this Bill. It was to protect
the high-priced land. He would give an
assurance that the clause should be looked
into, and if there was power to demand
improvements to the amount of £30 per
faot. he wonld have an amendment insert-
ed so that there should he an option of im-
proving the land up to £30 per fool. or
£20 of the unimproved value.

Amendment put arrd negatived.

Hon. G, RAXDELL moved an amend-
ment—

That in  Subclause (d) the words
“Seven pounds ten shillings” be struck
out, and “Six pounds” inserted in lieu.
Amendment passed: the elanze as

amended agreed to.
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Clanse 13--Drealing with the striking of
rates, printed in italies and not dealt
with.

Hon. G. RANDELL: There was no in-
fention to hamper councils in carrying
on their operations, but we knew that the
Government were withdrawing subsidies
te a large exient, still two shillings seemed
to be, in view of other taxation that was
coming along, inadvisable at present.

The CIHAIRMAN: Clause 13 had not
been put.

Hon. G. RANDELL: Was not Clause
13 open to diseussion?

The CHAIRMAN: Clause 13. under
the Standisg Ovders. could not be de-
bated.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: An opportu-
nity of diseuszing this elause would be
afforded members if it was inserted in
another place.

The CHAIRMAXN: There ecertainly
would be an oppertunity of diseussing
the clause when the Bill reappeared i
the elaunse printed in italics was inserted
in another place.

Clavse 14—Power to exempl unoceun-
pied premises from general rating:

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD: Muniegi-
palities should have some direction in
regard to this matter. The clause pro-
vided that if houses were vacant for a
lengthened term then the rates might be
remitted. Tf the clause was passed the
provision should be made vowpulsory on
all parties. At present there was a dis-
cretionary power, and we might fnd
councils remitting the rates in regard to
certain properties, and nof i regard to
other properties. The clause would prove
unwaorkable. It mighi be a relief to pro-
perty owners to knaw that their rates
wotild be vemitted if their praperties were
nat occopied for a certain period, but
the word ““shall™ should be inserted suv
that all property owner~ would be
treated alike. He meoved an amend-
ment—-

That in line 5 the word “may” be
struck out, and “shall’ inserted n
lien.

Hon. G. RANDELL: The c¢lause should
be struck out. This provision would in-
volve an immense amount of trouble ou:
the part of the officers of couneils. The
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period was short, and constant altera-
tion would have to be made. He would
recommend that instead of the peried
being twu months it should be six
months, and then only half the rates
should be charged, if the properties were
vacant for six months. He bad handed
to the Colonial Seeretary a portion of a
section which was to be found in the Act
of 1838. That would meet the case and
il would allow for one moiety to remain
unpaid.  Although it was hard if one
had a property which was unoecupied for
six months to have to pay full rates for
that property; yet it was one of the
things we must submit te, and the price
we must pay for fhe conveniences and
comforts which were provided in roads
by the eouncils of the State. The law
should stand as it was, although it fell
rather hard on ihe owner, who might not
be a wealthy man. The clause would
prove annoying, and in fact unworkable.
If the amendment were carried, he would
subsequently move to strike out the
clanse,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
section nnder fhe Act of 1858 to which
1he hon, member referred was practically
the same as that before the Committee,
except that it altered the period from
two £o six months. Ii would not afford
relief in every instance, because it 2e-
ferred to premises which had been uu-
occupied for six months previeus io
making the valuation; that would only
account for one period. The clause be-
fore the Commuttee went further; it
provided that where a tenement was un-
vceupied during any twe months, f(he
awner could have relief from rates. Ti
was a new prineiple, and the Committee
had to decide whether they believed in
the principle of allowing councils io
exempt from rates properties that had
been unoecnpied for two months,

Hoen. J. W. Hackett: It was
new thing in the United Kingdom.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt
wus in force in England.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: And in Ireland
100,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Dur-
ing ile dull period which had passed over
many towns of the State, and which was

net a

[COUNCIL.]

now happily ending, numerous requests
had been made for an amendment of
this nature. Some hard cases had been
referred {0 where persons owning cot-
tages had vaised money to build them
and the cottages having remained empty,
interest had to be paid un the borrowed
money and on top of that, rates had to
be paid as well. Whether or nol it was
a good principle to introduce was for the
Commiitee to say. Councils could use
their own judgment whether they exer-
cised the power given them or net, With
regard to the suggested amendment the
word ““may’’ was put in to proteet muni-
eipal councils. If the word *‘shall’’ was
put in, and the councils levied on a
house which had been unoceupied during
that period for which they were levying
the rate, and it was found afterwards
that the house had been unoceupied for
two months of that peried, it was ques-
tionable whether the owner would not
have an action for damages for levving
on a property which should have Dbeen
exempt. The word ‘‘may’’.was put in,
in order that the councils should not run
any risk. Another reason was that the
councils were elecied by the ratepavers,
and they were in a position to say as to
whether relief, as set forth in the clause,
should be given to the ratepayers, or nor.
If we agreed to the prineiple the word
““may’’ should stand.

Hon. E. McLARTY : The provision of
the kind suggested in the Bill was hailed
with satisfaction as he could feel for
those people who had property and per-
haps were payving heavy interest. as well
as rates. and were not receiving any
veturn. He was one of those unfortun-
ate owners himself. There was a pro-
perty of his at Fremantle which had been
unoceupied for three vears. At one time
it returned £120 per annum net, buf
now he would be glad to receive £30
and right through this period he had
heen called upon to pay rates. An owner
could not be expected to conlribute to-
wards the upkeep of the manicipality
when properties were not giving any re-
tarn.

The CHATRMAN : The question before
the Committee was that the word “may’’
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should be struck out with a view of in-
serting the word *‘shall.”’

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER: The
word ‘‘may’’ was an appropriate word
to use in econnection with the words that
followed in the clause. The words that
followed indicated the exercise of a dis-
eretion; if we limited that discretion and
said  *“‘it shall be mandatory,” where
would the diseretion come in?  Mr.
Langstord should see the advisability of
allowing the elanse to stand as it was
printed.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: What was law
for the poor should also be law for the
vieh. 1t was obvious that the ratepayer
who put up the best case and who eould
manage to get the sympathy of the coun-
cil, was going to get the eouncil to say
whether he eonld afford to pay rates or
not. What was right for one ratepayer
should he right for another. Further,
the elause was a dangerous one for the
reason that we had to ask ourselves
whar were the municipalities te do for
funds. The Government said plamnly
that thev were going to withdraw fhe
subsidies. and it was now proposed flad
a property which was not bringing in
rent should be exempt from rates for
a fime. Where then was the corporate
budy @0 wet its funds from? True. ihey
were groing Lo be given power to inerease
their rates, but when ane panped the
whele thing out it was a case of louk-
out for the munieipalities, The position
was made even more diffieull when it
was found that a nomber of municipal-
ities were being asked to refund a con-
siderable amount of money that they
had been overpaid in subsidies by the
Government. The elavse amounted to
the faet that if a ratepaver had an
empty cottage and he could convinee the
coyneil that he was losing monex over
it., he could get redress. The word
“may’’ should he siruek ouwt and
$ighall’’ inserted.

Hon. R. LAURIE: Disevetion should
not be allowed as was provided in the
clanse. One might have a number of
cottages and also offices and warehouses
to let, and the eouncil in its diseretion
naicht say with regard to the offices and
warehouses which it was impossible to
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let, that the owners of them shounld re-
duce the ventals. Probably they had
heen doing that without being able tu
let them, and the couneil eould say, in
its diseretion, it might do sueh aud such
a thing. Either the disereiionary power
should be struek out or the whole elause
shonld be eliminated. There were ways
of approaching councillors; hesides, com-
plications might arise. For instance, in
Claremont the name of the owner of a
bloek of land had not been altered for
four vears. The clause would nced to
be altered {o provide that u person regis-
tering bis land as uwnoccupied should
make a statutory declaration that would
he acceptable. At any rate, it was ques-
tionable whether it would not eost the
wunieipality far more than the benefit
to be derived From the exemption. It
would be belter to have the elause struck
out altogetler than to have any dis-
eretionary power given in the matter.
In any event, the period should be ex-
tended beyond two mouths.
Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
clause was asked for by a greaf many
municipalities. 1t was exiremely un-
likely & council would do anxthing that
was nol a common rule. Nll exira ex-
pense would be involved (o municipali-
ties, as no additional staff wounld be
necessary, Persons would register their
premises as unoecupied, and the ordin-
ary officers of the munteipality eould
verify registrations hy iuspection,

Hon. RB. LAURTE: It any benefit was
lo be given to a portion of the eommun-
ity 1t should be wmandatory ou the coun-
¢il to give it. Tt should be a siatutory
obligation to zive notiee to the eouneil.
in which case the enaneil wonld be in-
dennified for any action taken to re-
vover rates,

Hon. G. RANDY.LLL: There was a cor-
poration in Perth with 14 houses unvecu-
pied out of 15, To relieve all those houses
from the payment of the full rates would
have a heavy effeet on the Council's finan-
ees. No doubt favouritism would ereep i,
and the gvstem would be a souree of diffi-
culty between the council and the rate-
payers, The principle involved in the
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clause should nof be admitted. We should
strike out the clause altogether.

Hon. 8. STUBBS: The difficulty would
be that one man owning property would
gel the ear of the couneil, while another
wonld fail to do so, Why should the
owners of property have the power to
apply for a rebate because possibly
fhrough a fault they had built premises
nnsuitable to tenants?

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: The more one
looked at the clanse the uglier it appeared.
Tn municipal matters sympathy ran in
certain directions. The very fact that ap-
peals to the leeal court against valuations
were snceessful in nine cases out of ten
showed that there was either blundering
or favouritism in regard to wvaluations.
He wounld not he a party fo any clause
praviding for, “If you please, Mr. Coun-
eillors.”  There should be no discretion
about it.  One should know that he eould
say to councillors, “You shall do me jus-
tice.” The clause with the diseretionary
power was too ridieulous for ane to enter-
iain, .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
word “may” was used instead of “‘shall”
hecanse it was thought that if a mistake
was wade and due notice was not given,
and fhe eouneil sued for rales on property
which should be exempt, an action night
lie against the council. However, there
was no objection to having the c¢lause
amended so as to insert “shall,” angd then
ihe Parliamentary Drafisman would be
vonsnlted and, if necessary, the eclanse
eould be recommitted te have words
put in to protect the council in the case
of a teehnieal error. e would not oppose
any amendment in that direction,

Mon. J. F. CULLEN: The simplest
course would he to abandon the elanse al-
together as, if allowed to remain in the
Bill, endless complexity would be caused,
and the eouneils would be landed in legal
diffienlties, For every one case of needed
relief there would be perhaps four or five
unsatisfaelory claims, If the clanse were
made mandatory there wonld be no relief.
while if it were diserelionary there would
be numerons heartburnings and com-
plaints,

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, E. MeLARTY : The suggestion of
the Leader of the Hounse should be ac-
cepted. 1t would be a pity to lose the
clause, but in any ease the provision conld
be mandatory so that there could be no
suspicion of favourihsm. 1t was a great
lardship to ask people who were perbaps
in straitened circumstances to pay rates
on property giving no return. When a
ouse was emply for a certain time the
owner should not be foreed to pay rates.

Hen, W. PATRICK moved an amend-
ment—

That in Nnes 5 and 6 of Subclause 1
the words “may in ifs discretion” be
struek out, and “shall” inserted in liew.

Subsequently the Colonial  Secrefary
would recommit the claunse so as to pro-
teet the municipal councils from any Jdan-
er of legal actions.

Hon, R. W. PENNEFATHER: It
would be a good thing to make the elause
mandatory, but in order to avoid unfaiv
and wunjust claims being made in respect
to the rates, it should he provided that a
landlord shonld miake a statutory declara-
tion.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD: In order
to benefit {o the fullest advantage the
property owner the provision should be
extended tn inclnde Lhe loan and health
rates. Unfortunately the water rate did
not comme under the measure,

The Colonial Secretary: Nor does the
health rate,

Houn. J. W. LANGSFORD: The land
tax should also be ineluded, for the argu-
ments applying to one cuse alse applied
in {he other,

Hon. R. W. PEXNEFATHER moved
an amendment—

That in Line 3 of Subclause 1 after the
word “shall” there be inseried “on being
supplied with « slatutory declaration lo
theat effect.”

Aendmenl passed.

Hon, G. RANDELL: The further we
proceeded Lhe more diffieult the matter
seemed to become, and the inequity that
would follow, more apparent, If house-
liolders were Lo be relieved in 1lis direclion
from the tax of the municipalities there
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was no reason why they should not be
relieved from the land tax., TIf one were
rizht s0 was the ather.

The Colonial Secretary: The house pro-
perty wonld pay ou the income lax.

Hon. G. RANDELL: The department
preferred to take the land values and
eharge the land fax, which gave about
double the amount {lie income tax pro-
duced. [t house property were to be re-
lieved why nof the unimproved land which
had to pay a large sum both nnder muni-
cipal  and  Government taxation? The
amendient making the provision manda-
fory wounld result in the position being
nuweh more diffieult. [t was Lo be hoped
the (Commiitee would not counsent to tle
elause, a= it would eertainly lead to difi-
enlties, hardships, and pessibly favouri-
tism, and would do great injury to the
munieipalities of the State.

Houn. 12, M, CLARKE: The more one
lovked ar the elause the worse il beecame,
and if it were passed, it would seriously
affeet the financial positions of the muni-
eipal counecils. Some finality should be
ser to fhe operalion of the clause. He
remembered a  building in Fremantle,
known as “Manning’s Folly” which, to the
hest of his belief, was never tenanted from
the time of ils erection until it was de-
wolished. In that ease the building would
never pay rates at all. The clanse was in-
complete wiiliout some limit to the non-
pavment of rates period.

The Hon, J. W. LANGESFORD moved
an amendment—

That after “gencral” in line & the

words “or loan” be inserted.

Hon. R. LAURIE: Perhaps the
maver of the amendment would tell the
Commitive how. if the amendment were

carried. any municipal ecouneil would
provide interest on a loan.
Hon. J. W. Langsford: By striking

a hicher rate.
Amendment put and negatived,

Clause as amended put. and a division
iaken will the following result:—

Aves .. .. .. 10
Noex . .. .. s
Majority for .. 2

110
AYES.
Hsn. J. D. Connolly |Hun W, Patrick
Hon. J. M. Drew ! Hon. R. W. Pennafather
Hon. J. W. Hackett Hon. S. Stubbs
Hon. A. G. Jenkins Hon. G. Thros:ell
[lon. R. Laurle Hon. E. McLarty
(Teller),
NOEB.
Hoo. T. F. 0. Brimage | Hou. J. W. Langsford
Hen. E. M. Clarke  LHon, R, D, McKenzie
Hon. J. F. Cullen | Hon. G. Randel)
Hon, V. Hamersiey {Hon. J. W. Kirwan
' (Peller).

Question thus passed: the elawse az
amended agreed to.

Proaress reported.

BILLS (1}—FIRST READING.

t. Land Act Bpecial Lease.

2 Administration Aet Amendment.

3. Cueoleavdie Reereation Reserve Re-
vesfinent.

+. Decmanent
(No, 1}).

Received from the Legislaiive Assembly.

Reserve Rededication

Howswe adjourned at 6,11 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembliy,
Tuesday, 26tk October, 1909.

Pacs

Questions : Siate Hottery, rewmowal, Desdemouu 1101
Public Librory, expenr.hlure .. .12
Resignation, How. F. K. Pivsse 112

Bill : Met_rr--_uolnun Water Sup] Iy, ."euelul.;e, sud
Draivage . . 1103

The SPEAKNER took 1l:e Chair at 4.30
pare and rend pravers.

DUERTION=—STATE BATTERY RFE-
MOVAL, DESDEMONA

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for

Mines: 1. What was the tulal cust for

the curyiage of the Desdemona battery
matevial [rom Kookynie to Desdemona?
2, What i= the total expenditure in con-



